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CHAPTER 9
An Act to amend the Vital Statistics Act
Assented to January 20th, 1986
HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as
follows:
1. Clauses 1 (k) and (q) of the Vital Statistics Act^ being
chapter 524 of the Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1980, are
repealed.
2. Sections 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10, subsection 11 (3) and section
13 of the said Act are repealed and the following substituted
therefor:
6.—(1) In this section and in sections 7, 8 and 9, Definitions
"incapable" means unable, because of illness or death, to
make a statement;
"statement" means a statement in the prescribed form
respecting a child's birth referred to in subsection (2).
(2) Within thirty days of a child's birth in Ontario, the statement
mother and father shall make and certify a statement in the
prescribed form respecting the child's birth and shall mail or
deliver the statement to the division registrar of the registra-
tion division within which the child was bom.
(3) Subsection (2) does not apply. Exception
(a) to the child's mother, if she is incapable; or
(b) to the child's father, if he is incapable or is unac-
knowledged by or unknown to the mother.
(4) If one parent makes the statement without the other ^^^^
parent because the other parent is incapable, a statutory dec- Ciai^k"'
laration of the fact shall be attached to the statement.
(5) If a child's parents are both incapable, or the child's statement
mother is incapable and the father is unacknowledged by or person*
"
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unknown to her, another person acting on her behalf may
make and certify the statement and shall mail or deliver the
statement, together with a statutory declaration that the par-
ents are both incapable or that the mother is incapable and
the father is unacknowledged by or unknown to her, as the
case may be, to the division registrar of the registration divi-
sion within which the child was born.
Particulars
of parents
(6) A Statement shall contain particulars of the mother and,
if the father makes the statement, particulars of the father.
(7) Where no statement is received by the appropriate divi-Registrar
mlkVlnd^"^ sion registrar within thirty days of a child's birth in Ontario,
register the Registrar General may complete, certify and register a
saemen
statement.
Multiple
births
(8) If a pregnancy results in the birth of more than one
child, a separate statement shall be made in respect of the
birth of each child.
Amendment (9) Where a Statement completed by only one parent of the
registration child or by a person who is not the child's parent is registered,
any of the following persons may apply to the Registrar Gen-
eral to amend the statement:
1
.
The child's mother and father together.
2. The child's mother, if the father is incapable or is
unacknowledged by or unknown to the mother.
3. The child's father, if the mother is incapable.
Duty of
Registrar . . ,
General accordingly
(10) The Registrar General shall amend the registration
Where one (J J) jf one parent applies to amend the statement without
mcapabie the Other becausc the other parent is incapable, a statutory
declaration of the fact shall be attached to the application.
Amendment
of
registration
R.S.O. 1980,
c. 68
(12) On receiving a certified copy of an order under section
4, 5 or 6 (child's parentage) of the Children's Law Reform Act
respecting a child whose birth is registered in Ontario, the
Registrar General shall amend the particulars of the child's
parents shown on the registration, in accordance with the
order.
Child's
name
7.
—
(1) A child whose birth is certified under section 6
shall be given at least one forename, subject to subsection (2),
and a surname.
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(2) A child whose birth is certified under section 6 need not Exception
be given a forename if the Registrar General is satisfied that,
(a) the child's sex is undetermined;
(b) every consent required by the Child Welfare Act for R so. i980,
the child's adoption has been given or dispensed ^
with; or
(c) the child has died.
(3) A child's surname shall be determined as follows: "o* child's
surname
determined
1. If both parents certify the child's birth, they may
agree to give the child either parent's surname or
former surname or a surname consisting of one sur-
name or former surname of each parent, hyphen-
ated or combined.
2. If both parents certify the child's birth but do not
agree on the child's surname, the child shall be giv-
en,
i. the parents' surname, if they have the same
surname, or
ii. a surname consisting of both parents' sur-
names hyphenated or combined in alphabeti-
cal order, if they have different surnames.
3. If one parent certifies the child's birth and the other
parent is incapable, the parent who certifies the
birth may give the child either parent's surname or
former surname or a surname consisting of one sur-
name or former surname of each parent, hyphen-
ated or combined.
4. If the mother certifies the child's birth and the
father is unknown to or unacknowledged by her,
she may give the child her surname or former sur-
name.
5. If a person who is not the child's parent certifies the
child's birth, the child shall be given,
i. the parents' surname, if they have the same
surname.
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ii. a surname consisting of both parents' sur-
names hyphenated or combined in alphabeti-
cal order, if they have different surnames, or
iii. if only one parent is known, that parent's sur-
name.
Idem (4) A child's surname determined under paragraph 1 , 3 or 4
of subsection (3) may be in a masculine or feminine form.
Idem (5) Where the person who certifies a child's birth indicates
in the statement that he or she wishes to give the child a sur-
name that is determined, not under subsection (3) but in
accordance with the child's cultural, ethnic or religious heri-
tage, the child may be given that surname if the Registrar
General approves.
Contra-
vention
8. If a Statement is not completed, certified and mailed or
delivered in the manner and within the time provided in sec-
tion 6, every person upon whom the duty to do so is imposed
by that section remains liable to perform it although the time
has expired and is, in respect of each successive period of
thirty days thereafter during which the person fails to do so,
guilty of a contravention of this Act.
Re^stration 9,
—
(J) On receiving a statement, the division registrar, if
registrrr°" Satisfied as to its correctness and sufficiency, shall register the
birth by signing the statement.
idem (2) On signing the statement, the division registrar shall
promptly mail or deliver the statement and the notice given
under section 5 to the Registrar General.
idem (3) The statement signed by the division registrar and
approved by the Registrar General constitutes the birth regis-
tration.
If no
statement
received
(4) If a division registrar receives notice of a birth under
section 5 but no statement is submitted within sixty days of
the birth, the division registrar shall record having received
the notice of birth and mail or deliver it to the Registrar Gen-
eral.
One year
limit
(5) A division registrar shall not register a birth after one
year from its date.
Re^tration jQ.
—
(1) If a child's birth has not been registered within
Generfr'^^'^ One year from its date, any person may apply to the Registrar
General for registration of the birth.
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(2) An application under subsection (1) shall be accompa- Procedure
nied by,
(a) the prescribed fee;
(b) a statement in the prescribed form, completed and
certified by the applicant;
(c) the applicant's statutory declaration in the pre-
scribed form; and
(d) any other evidence that is prescribed by the regu-
lations.
(3) If the Registrar General is satisfied that the application ^'*<="
is made in good faith, that the evidence adduced in support of
it is correct and sufficient, and that the regulations have been
complied with, the Registrar General shall register the birth
by signing the statement.
(4) The statement signed by the Registrar General consti- Wem
tutes the birth registration.
10a.
—
(1) A person with lawful custody of a child under Election
the age of twelve years whose birth was registered in Ontario name^SP
may elect in the prescribed manner, cwid
under 12
(a) to change the child's forename;
(b) to change the child's surname to any surname that
the child could have been given at birth under sub-
section 7 (3), (4) or (5); or
(c) to change the child's forename and to change the
child's surname as described in clause (b),
unless a court order or separation agreement prohibits the
change.
(2) If two persons have lawful custody of a child, the elec- More
tion may only be made by both persons. UlstodSn
(3) A person who elects under subsection (1) shall give Notice to
notice of the election to every person who is lawfully entitled ^tT^ccess
to access to the child.
(4) The election shall state, by way of statutory declaration. Declaration
that all persons entitled to notice of the election have received ^^
"°"*^^
notice.
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Evidence
of notice
(5) Where a person is entitled to notice of an election, the
person making the election shall provide, with the election,
(a) an acknowledgment of notice, signed by the person
entitled to notice; or
(b) evidence satisfactory to the Registrar General that,
at least twenty-one days before the making of the
election, notice and a copy of the election were sent
by registered or certified mail to the last known
address of the person entitled to notice.
Old
. (6) The election shall be accompanied by all birth certifi-
to be'*^^ " cates of the child that are in the possession of the person mak-
surrendered ing the election.
Certificate
Adding
forename
to birth
registration
Certificate
(7) Where a person elects under subsection (1), the Regis-
trar General shall note the change of name on the birth regis-
tration and issue a new birth certificate to the person on pay-
ment of the prescribed fee.
10b.
—
(1) If a child's birth was registered under this Act
or a predecessor of it and the child was not given a forename,
(a) the person with lawful custody of the child; or
(b) the child, if he or she has attained the age of
eighteen years,
may elect in the prescribed manner to add a forename to the
birth registration.
(2) Where a person elects under subsection (1), the Regis-
trar General shall note the addition of the forename on the
birth registration and issue a birth certificate to the person on
payment of the prescribed fee.
3.
—(1) Subsection 12 (1) of the said Act is amended by
striking out ''under subsection 6 (1)" in the eleventh and
twelfth lines and inserting in lieu thereof "by section 6".
Not to apply
to births
registered
after
coming into
force of
1986, c. 9
(2) Section 12 of the said Act is amended by adding thereto
the following subsection:
(3) This section does not apply to a birth registered after
the coming into force of section 2 of the Vital Statistics
Amendment Act, 1986.
4. Subsection 14 (1) of the said Act is amended by striking
out "furnish particulars of the birth under subsection 6 (1)" in
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the second and third lines and inserting in lieu thereof '^certify
it under section 6".
5.
—(1) Subsection 24 (2) of the said Act is amended by
striking out *Mn lawful wedlock' ' in the fifteenth line.
(2) Subsection 24 (5) of the said Act is amended by inserting
after **(2)" in the third line "or of a certified copy of such a
registration'*.
6. Section 26 of the said Act is repealed and the following
substituted therefor:
CHANGES OF NAME
26.
—
(1) Upon receipt of a document that satisfies the
Registrar General that the name of a person whose birth is
registered in Ontario has been changed in accordance with the
law of the province or territory of Canada or of the foreign
state in which the document was made, the Registrar General
shall register the document and note the change of name on
the person's registration.
(2) If the person's marriage is registered in Ontario, the
Registrar General shall also, at the persons request, note the
change of name on the person's marriage registration.
Registration
of change
of name
Idem
(3) Where a change of name has been noted on a birth or Certificate
marriage registration and application is made for a birth or of name^"^^
marriage certificate, the certificate shall be issued as if the
registration had been made in the name as changed.
(4) Upon receipt of a document that satisfies the Registrar Registration
General that a document effecting a change of name has been of change
^"*
annulled in accordance with the law of the province or terri- oi name
tory of Canada or of the foreign state in which such docu-
ments were made, the Registrar General shall register the
document and note the annulment on the person's birth regis-
tration, on the document effecting the change of name and. if
the change of name that is annulled was noted on the person's
marriage registration, on that registration.
(5) Every notation made under this section shall be dated Notation
and initialled by an officer designated by the regulations. dmed and
initialled
7.
—(1) Subsection 31 (1) of the said Act is amended by
inserting after "(7)" in the fifth line "as they existed before the
coming into force of section 2 of the Vital Statistics Amendment
Act, 1986'\
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(2) Section 31 of the said Act is amended by adding thereto
the following subsection:
Not to apply
to births
registered
after
coming into
force of
1986, c. 9
(4) This section does not apply to a birth registered after
the coming into force of section 2 of the Vital Statistics
Amendment Act, 1986.
8. Section 39 of the said Act, as amended by the Statutes of
Ontario, 1984, chapter 34, section 3, is further amended by
adding thereto the following subsection:
Change of
name
certificate
(3a) A change of name certificate shall contain the follow-
ing particulars of the registration,
(a) the person's name;
(b) the person's former name;
(c) date of registration; and
(d) registration number.
9. Section 40 of the said Act is amended by adding thereto
the following subsection:
Change
of name
certificate
1986, c. 9
(4) Upon application and upon payment of the prescribed
fee, any person may obtain from the Registrar General a
change of name certificate in respect of any change of name of
which there is a registration, made after the coming into force
of the Vital Statistics Amendment Act, 1986, in his or her
office.
10. Subsection 41 (1) of the said Act is amended by insert-
ing after *'birth" in the first line ''change of name".
11.
—(1) Section 44 of the said Act is amended by adding
thereto the following subsection:
Exception (]a) Clause (1) (c) does not apply in the case of a search of
the change of name index with respect to the period after the
1986, c. 9 coming into force of the Vital Statistics Amendment Act, 1986.
(2) Subsection 44 (3) of the said Act is repealed and the fol-
lowing substituted therefor:
Information
given on
search
(3) Subject to subsection (4), the only information given
upon a search under subsection (1) or (2) shall be,
(a) whether the registration exists or not;
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(b) the registration number, if any; and
(c) at the Registrar General's option, the date of the
event, if any.
(4) In the case of a search of the change of name index. Former
where a registration exists, the former name of the person
shall be given, but only with respect to the period after the
coming into force of the Vital Statistics Amendment Act, 1986. i986, c. 9
12.—(1) Subsection 51 (1) of the said Act is amended by
striking out ''$100" in the sixth line and inserting in lieu
thereof "$1,000".
(2) Section 51 of the said Act is amended by adding thereto
the following subsection:
(la) Subsection (1) does not apply to a child's father who Exception
neglects or fails to make and certify a statement respecting the
child's birth under subsection 6 (2) if he has reasonable
grounds to believe that he is not the child's father.
13.—(1) Subsection 52 (1) of the said Act is amended by
striking out "$500" in the fifth line and inserting in lieu
thereof "$2,000".
(2) Subsection 52 (2) of the said Act is amended by striking
out "$500" in the fifth line and inserting in lieu thereof
"$2,000".
14. Section 53 of the said Act is amended by striking out
"$200" in the third line and inserting in lieu thereof "$1,000".
15. Section 54 of the said Act is amended by striking out
"$100" in the fourth line and inserting in lieu thereof
"$1,000".
16. The said Act is amended by adding thereto the follow-
ing section:
54a.—(1) No proceeding shall be commenced in respect Limitation
of an offence under this Act more than one year after the ^"^
^^^^
Deputy Registrar General becomes aware of the facts on
which the proceeding is based.
(2) A statement as to the time when the Deputy Registrar Evidence
General became aware of the facts on which the proceeding is
based, purporting to be certified by the Deputy Registrar
General, is, without proof of that person's office or signature,
evidence of the facts stated in it.
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17.—(1) Clause 55 (o) of the said Act is repealed.
(2) Section 55 of the said Act is amended by adding thereto
the following clause:
(u) prescribing the manner in which elections are to be
made under subsection 10a (1) (election to change
name of child under twelve).
Commence- |g^ fhis Act comes iuto force on a day to be named by
ment
proclamation of the Lieutenant Governor.
Short title 19. The short title of this Act is the Vital Statistics Amend-
ment Act, 1986.
i
